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SECRETARY'S NOTES

Members Wants and Offers. WMr W. J. Pieterse, of 13 Franconia Drive, Nashua,
N.H.03060, U.S.A., wants to buy or exchange meters for [iscal use from all
countries. He has many scarce postage meters which he is willing to offer
in exchange. Please write to him direct with what you can offer.

The Bulletin. This issue will bring us to the end of another volume of the
"Meter Stamp Bulletin", something of which I feel we can be proud. During
the more than twenty years since the Group was formed we have managed to
improve it from time to time, either in contents or presentation, and it is
our aim to continue to do this. In this issue we have the last part of our
listing of the Meter Stamps of the Bast African Postal Area {an Addenda and
corrigenda will follow next time) and alsc the first part of an excellent
article on the complicated numbering system changes that have taken place in
Australia recently. This, by our member Mr Richard C. Peck, is a first class
example of what meter collectors want to be able to refer to. ‘

Because of these two articles the amount of 'normal' foreign news has
had to be reduced slightly and this means that some news has had to be put
back - a happy position to be in really. The amount of news we have from
Great Britain is also less than usual, probebly because we are all getting
over the change to decimal currency.

Dont feel sorry for the Stamp Collector !

We were interested to see from a Vickers advertiscment in "The Times"
of the 29th of July that the Roneo-Neopost 5054 franking machine had won a
Design Award at the Hanover Fair in Germany.

The text then went on to describe the advantages of using franking
machines and touched on their origins, but we were delighted to read also
"And there's no need to feel sorry for the stamp collector. A special
philatelic society, the Meter Stamp Study Group, -exists and its members
collect, exchange and discuss franking marks and machines from all over
the world, from Australia to Zambia'.

Thank you, advertiser ! . (83)



. B. NOTHS.

Pitney Boweg Series 5000. In the June MSB we noted among our "highest
numbers" a machine FBT 1015B following on a previously highest number of
PBT 1815A. This 4-figure series with a B suffix continues and Mr D. H.
Fletcher suggests that the numbers went to FBT 19994 and then started at
PBT 0001B, thus giving us a new range of numbers.

Highest Numberg. Thanks are due this time to reports from Messrs D. H. -
Fleicher, M., L. Blakeston, W. H. Bogue and some from the Hon. Seo The
latest posltlon ig 1~ .

* 134 L *NX 133 *TN 253

HEB %1093 %2005 *3026 *4003 *5604 %6906

*¥PBA 360 P *¥PBS 806 ¥ BT 1047 B (i)
_ *PBS 787 Q
XPBR 008 A& ¥PBC 135 4 . RAC.A 35
JP T4 RN 3583 G.0448

We have as usuel indicated with an asterisk those series for which we
have no advance this time.

(i) See the note above on the numbering of the Series 5000.

Roneo-Neopost Model %05. Some time ago we reported a Model 305 from Enfield,
Middlesex, numbered N-216 (i.e. without a second letter in the prefix). Mr
W. H. Bogue now shows us a similar oddity, N-959, gquite clearly an "Emblems"
Model 305 used on 4 II 70 from Barking, Essex, value as =0/4

One explanation might be that for some reason the number from an old
L.V. machine was used for a replacement Model 305, however, although numbers
running up to 216 seem reasonable for Enfield they certainly seem rather high
for Barking.

Postal Dispute in Great Britain. Thanks to further reports we are able to
1sit & few more machines used during the period of the strike.

FBR 001 A 15 Feb 1971
PBR 005 A~ 9 Feb 1971
TBA 298 B 12 Feb 1971
FBT 600 B 1 Feb 1971

We have not attempted to show the date as it is on each machine but for
convenience listed the dates in the same way for each. There are almost
certainly other mechines we have not noted but & complete list is probably
imposeible to obtain.
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G. B. Notes (Contd.)

Unconverted Machines used after 15 Feb 1971. Again thanks to several reports
from members we are able to add %o the list of machines wused with values in
£5d and in old designs after D-day. ‘ o

() 1In GviR die. UA 656 and UD 90
(b) In EiiR die. UP 994

(¢) 1In "Emblems" die. A#AT10, AB 101, AD 451, J 1152, J 2494 (with s value
shown as "25" on the 10 Mar 1971, thus being an apparent underpayment), J 7293,
N 97, Bournemouth~Poole, ¥ 19, Weymouth (with values of %%d + 34d), NC 598,
NR~483, PC 121, PC 175, PBS 5633, S2Z 312, UG 731.

The latest date we have seen for £sd usage is 23 Apr 1971 but this is
almost certainly not the last or the latest and again it seens unlikely that
we will ever have a complete list. What we do have, though, is a representative
of almost every type of machine that survived from £sd to £p. '

QVEUSEAS THALING LORPORATION
Ligasd BTE cvmmemrmemmsmiins.

et
B0 BOX WO R

G4 WORKS - FIRST TOWER

JERSEY, L f,

EM G LANMD

Jersey. We have not recorded here the Roneco-Feopost Model 305, this one is
shown us by George Pearson.

IRISH NOTES.

A round-up of "pence-only" machines prior to the change-over to decimal
currency is given us by George Pearson. '

() In the "Shields" design.

Roneo-~Neopost Model 205 NP 258 Value as 06

NP 244 06~

lModel 305 NV 383 06

Model 505 RV 009 - 06

Model 605 : J 110 ' w06

(b) In the "Bire at Top" design.

Pitney Bowes "Automax" FBA 003 D 9

BA 0592 D 09

"Simplex" PBS 092 vV 6

Series 5000 PBT 939 E K
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Irish Notes {Contd)

(c) . In the "Petals" design.

Roneo-Neopost Model 205 NP 430 06~
Model 305 Ny 187 09
Model 505 RY 059 09

We have no information of what arrangements were made in Eire for the use
of unconverted machines after the 15 Feb 1971 ’the Pogt Office there was not on
strike as it was in Great Britain), but imagine they were similar, although the
fact that machines seem to have been converted from £sd to £p without changing
their design mlght make recognition difficult once mail had left the rece1v1ng
offlce, ,

NOTES AND NEWS FROM GVERSEAS

Rt ST omT  ome m‘:.‘..w"m‘—.‘:.m—_m.__""mm—..._'—_—“"ﬂz...'—.":.—“‘_—

ARGENTINA, Yet another type with "Ley No.18.188" added to the design to show
the revalued currency. This is the Hasler in the vertical form of the "Cap
of Liberty" .design. Mr E. 5. Lapham shows us 473 with the lcgend reading
vertically upwards at the left of the die.

CHILE. Pitney Bowes Series 5000 in a small elongated version of the ususl
de31gn, numbered as B over 176 between townmerk and die, figures of value
as w00.01 (WHB) and also PB 167, sgain undated, from W. Pieterse.

ECUADOR. Postalia. Flain square frame with coat of arms at bottom right,
vaiue as 00500 followed by "SUCRES". SC townmark with ECUADOR at top and
GUAYAQUIL at bottom and with "159 FOSTALIA" underneath the circle. Another
number (64869 - probably the machine number) sppears between the townmark and
the die. (WHB)

LA e

)
-PUSTE ITALIANE:

F%&EUR&
|
CHIAVAZZA

13063-VIGL1AND RIELLESE
(VERCELLY

ITALY. Postalia, with slightly simpler frame than the one shown in MSB 78
end this time 3-bank. (WHB)
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Notes and News from Overseas (contd.) - Ialy

AoconanBaT AR
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o ITALIANG 70
o g TORINO o
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RAR AVION

This Hasler with what may be the machine number undernecath the die is
also interesting because the first of the two slogans is "directional' raanex
than "informational'. (WEHB) :
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CONGO (KINSHASA)  Automax U 95 (actually on yellow "tape" with Pitney Bowes
in oval) has figures of value as =00.io instead of =00l= on U 34 (ESL

"Democratic Republic" design for the Hasler, B 23, and a new machine for
this country, the (British) Pitney Bowes Series 5000, U 124. {GRP)

GQUALITY QUR CHOICE
s SERVICE

OUR MOTTO
REPAL COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES

NEPAL, We now illustrate the Necpost reporied briefly in MSB 90. The design
shows similarities with Neopost designs for India and it is probable that the
nachines for this country are supplied from Agents in India. The licence
number in the townmark is also in India/Pakistsn fashion, showing the initials
of the user, an area prefix (X = Kathmandu) and a number, surprisingly as
nigh as 26.  (GRP)
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Kotes and News from Overseas (Contd.)
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PORTUGAL, Ronso-Neopost Model 205 {IV prefix) and Francotyp (XIIT prefix).
The prefix IV is listed in Barfoot-S8imon for Satas, but it mey have by now
been re-allocated. The figures of value on IV 006 look as if the final two
digits and decimal point are on one segment of the value wheel, so it should
probably be describved as a fixed zero at right, giving centavo values of 10,
20, 30, etc. (both GRP)

Mr E. 3. Lapham shows us an impression from {GB) Pitney Bowes Series 5000
number PB 19 which has several differences from FB 0002 we illustrated in MSB
83. The new machine has CORAREIO instead of CORREIOS and figures of value
either w00.0i or more probebly with fixed zero as w00.io instead of as w001
To aliow for this longer value "CTVS" at the right has been moved into the
curved frame and there is no vertical line at the xight of the value box.

Vi 3518
Vit 3375 =

Vit 3212

030 F

o i
o o
NN

SWITZERLAND. The new design reported on the Adrema Pitney Bowes has appeared
on other machines. We show the Adrema-FB, 10171, and it will be seen that the
figures of value are lower than the "P" in the frame design whereas on the
Hasler, 2385, they are level.

The Francotyp, 10774, has larger figures of wvalue (we have also seen
10512, a 4~bark as 00.01) and the Frama, 10%80, has figures even larger and
thicker. The date figures on the Frama are much closer together than those
on the Francotyp. (H. Durst and ESL)
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VMETER STAMPS OF THE EAST AFRICAN POSTAL AREA (Contd, )

Tanganylka became independent within the British Commonwealth on the 9th
of December 1961 and a Republlc on the 9th of December 1962.

Uganda became an 1ndependent Republic within the British Commonwealth on
the 9th of Cctober 1962.

Kenya became independent within the British Commonwealth on the 12th of
December 1963 and a Republic on the 12th of December 1964.

The declaration of a Republic in each territory meant that all "Royalist"
symbols had to be removed and users of postage meters were given instructions
by the Post Office as and when %o have this done (and told what would happen
if they did not have it done!), whether, in fact each areas had the crowns and
ciphers removed as its owrn individual part of the total area became republican
we cannot say, but if so there would be a time-lag of some two years between
Tanganyika and Kenya.

Zanzibar ceased to be a British Protectorate in 1963 and in January 1964
became a Republic. Shortly afterwards a "United Republic of Tanganyika and
Zanzibar" was formed but as the postal affairs of Zanzibar had never been
administered by the East African Posts and Telegraphs the adhesive stamps
issued to commemorate the event were not valid in Zanzibar! The name of the
United Republic was changed to "Tanzania" later on, but separate issues of
adhesives continued.

The first effect of all these changes was that franks appeared with the
Crown ana "EiiR" cipher removed, leaving blank spaces.

gN"fA UG‘AND

?ANGN\!ViKt\
(3-3-3-1) %
[52@1
1967 Universal M.V. Generally as 3-3-1-1 zbove but with Crown removed at

bottom of frank. 31 mm wide.
3=3~3-1  Figures of value B—bank, oval, as Coil
3-3-%-2  Figures of valuej4~5ank,.oval, as 0001
3-3~3%3-%  Figures of value 4-bank, angular, as *Qoi
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METER STAMES OF THE BAST AFRICAN POSTAL AREA (Conid.)

1967 Roneo-Neopost Model 305 "Frankmaster!, Generaily a8 3~4-1-1 (with
"and") but with Crown removed.

3.4.2-1 Figures of value 4~bank, as =0/01
Zef-2-2  Figures of value 4-bank, as 00.01

196?‘ . Generally as 4-4-1-1 (no "and") but with Crown removed.
4~4-2-1 Figures of value 4~bank, as 00,01

. . . P, v . ’
_ i KENvA. UGANDA‘
,gié?ig\ : { ?Amsawvma f

(4-5-2-1) (/(i;xiﬁ;\)) _

1967 = Pitnsy Bowes "Simplex". Generally as 4-5-1-1 sbove but with the
Crown removed.

4-5-2+1 Values seen : 65.

19672 - Pitney Bowes "Automax". Generally as 4-6-1-1 above but with Crown
removed. Numbered with "A" prefix.

4-6-2-1  Figures of value 3-bank, as Ooi

4-6-2-2 Figures of value 4-bank, as =0.0i

1967 As 4-6-2-1 zbove but numbered with "P.B." prefix.
4-6-3-1 TFigures of value 4~bank, as =0,o0i

The blank spaces iefﬁ-by the removal of the Crown and cipher were then
filled by the words "POSTAGE PAIDM.

A e P A
RENYA -UGSANDA
¢ TﬁNGANYiKR

!

<
(4-4-3-1) §
n gu 4 v Cbs
§ ] " 168 é
1967 Roneo-Neopost Medel 305 "Frankmaster", Design'generally as 4-4-1-1

above but crown replaced by "FOSTAGE PAID
4-4-3-1  Figures of value 4«bank, as 00.01
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MBTER STAMPS OF THE BAST AFRTCAN POSTAL AREA (Contd.)

1967 Pitney Bowes "Automex". Design generally as 4-6-1-1 above but
‘ Crown replaced by "POSTAGE PAID". Numbered with "P.B."
prefix - at least one machine with an additional "A" before
the number at the right.

4~6-4~1  Pigures of value 4-bank, as =0.0i

A Al Ry
RENYAUGAND A

{ i%S{iﬁﬁ TANGANMYTIN
4 I
WitH ;ﬂ 1-3 D g(
| i
(4-8-1-1) [KEWTA NATIGRAL E@%ﬁiiﬁﬁnié

1965 Roneo-Keopost Model 205. Numbared with "NE" prefix and first
introduced in this design.

4~8=1~1 Figures of value 3-bank, as 0.01

At about this time the Postal Area seems o have been on the point of
bresking up, definitive issues appeared for sach of the mainland terrltorles
aithough commemoratives were still issued for the whole ares.

Meters appeared with the single name only of a territory.

(7-4-1-1)
82?3 ‘568
1963 Roneo-Neopost Model 305 "Frankmsster". Inscribed HEENYA" only at

the top. ‘
{-4-1-1  Figures of value 4-bank, as 00.01

As 7-4-1-1 but inscribed "UGANDA" only at the top.
8-4-1-1  Figures of value 4-bank, as 00.01

As 7—4-151 but inscribed "TANGANYIKA" only at the top.
9-4~1-1  Figures of value 4-bank, as 00.01

(¥.5. The T.C.R. machines, which are dealt with later, also had the
name of one country only.)
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METER STAMPS OF THE EAST AFRICAN POSTAL AREA (Contd.)

After the union between Tanganyika and Zan21bar, as Tanzania, a new
combined name appeared, on one machine oniy.

TR L &N A

58 I3

Snnss -l ¢
A

vy BB
) TN it

1965 Roneo-Neopost Model 305.“Frankmastei'“°
10-4-1-1 Figures of value 4-bank, as 00.01

(10-4-1-1)

o y
MER YA UG /MDA ;
5

But shortly afterwards the names were reversed in order of appearance,
to Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya and the types that follow are those in-use at the
time of writing.

1965 Neopost L.V,

11-2~1~1  Valuss seen used : 15.

. W W N e
t *-\N/ ARLA
bu:‘!?\'ﬁk h"‘:' NYA

¥ ...._... bt st

/‘%&¢g§§>\

(11-3-1-2) | ’ R
) Qfms&\ g3@Q %
o - Q}? ﬁ;a

L.ﬂvww‘n.ﬂ,w

-f'.n”\-"'_\. Wt o

1965 Universal M.V. ) o
11-3-1-1 TPigures of value A-bank, Angular, as *Ooi
11-3-1-2  Figures of value 4-bank, Oval, as ¥Ooi
11-3-1-3  Figuves of velve 4-bank, Ovel, as 0Ooi

[
TAME ARTA
§ ‘UGANDA KENYS,

0160
B o« Cre -
Eﬁﬂ'"ﬁﬁfagﬂz

(11-4-1-1)

1965 Rongo-~Neopost Model 305 "Erankmaster”.

1iwd=t-1 Figures of value as 00,01
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METER STAMPS OF THE EAST AFRICAN POSTAL AREA {Contd.)

1965 Pitney Bowes "Simplex".
11-5-1-1 Values seen used s 15, 100, 125.

1965 Pitney Bowes "Automax'. Numbered with "A" prefix.

11-6-1-1 TFigures of value 4-bank, as =0.oi

1965  As 11-6-1-1 zbove but numbered with "P.B." prefix.
11-6~2-1 Figures of value 4-bank, as =0.oi

{4 proof impression has been seen from a German Postalia machine, with
& number as P 1 - if this was used it would be listed as 11-7-1-1)

A Sk i
TAMZAMIA
UEARDAKENYA

o
| 500 |

!
- AN E D Sr 4?“1

P N e

(11-8-1-1)

1965 Roneo-Neopost Model 20%.
11-8-1-1 ‘Figures of value 3-bank, as 0.01

The National Cash Register machines which issue labels used mostly for
Parcel Post usually manage to arrive in designs entirely different to other
mekes and Bast Africa is no exception. We list the two we have seen below,
uging our numbering system and introducing "TANZANIA" as the 12th name,

MAY 14 1368
= wALR0E; ==

09 ¢, 0 18 51.‘

s R |
(7 9 ) Shs. Cis.
=
: KEMYA,
{
1967 National Cash Register. Town name above value aznd state name

(KENYA) at bottom. .
f~9-1~1  Pigures of value 4-bank, as 0001
1967 National Cash Register. State name (TANZANIA) above value and town
name at bottom.
12-9-1-1 Figures of value 5-bank, as -00.01

=0=0~0=0~G=0m0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0= (93)
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by Richard C. Peck. l

(Editors introduction. The numbering system used in Australia has always

been one 4o fascinate the meter collector and in recent years we have on ‘
several occasions written on the subject and changes that have taken place.

his article, by one of our members in Australia, really gives all the

detailed information we could ask for, because of its length we will have

to spread publication over more than one issue of the Bulletin.

For the newcomers benefit perhaps we ghould recap on the old system.

When meters were introduced in Australia they were numbered irrespective
of the make and State in which they were used, starting at Al to A9, then
Bl to B9 etec to Z9, then from 10 to 999 without a prefix, then from AL0 to
499, Bl0-B99 etc up to 210-Z99 (I and O were not used to aveid any confusion
with one or zero). Next came AAL-AA9, ABI-ABY up %o AZ9, then BAL-9 etc ete
to ZZ1-9. From about H61l onwards blocks of numbers were allotted to the
various States and from June 1964 blocks of numbers were allotted to Agents
within these States.

Australia converted its currency from £gd to a decimsl currency of :
Australian Dollars of 100 cents -{the new Dollar was equal to 10/-)- on the
14 Feb 1966 but machines were permitted prior to this date showing the value
in "pence only" (as in Great Britain, thus nn = 2/3) but in addition after
the change over machines in £sd were permitted to continue. accounting for .
pence as cents and thus showing a value of 2/1 for 25.)

- s e am e we e me e e wm W we e e

The original licensing system for franking machines, which was created
in 1928 and which adapted letters and numbers in fixed series, believed
unique at the time, was running out when decimsl currency was introduced on
the 14th February 1966. Moreover, several States had actually used up more
rumbers than they had been allotted while others (the smaller ones) were
still way behind. At the middle of 1966, N.S.W. had just completed its
JA1-JZ9 series, while Queensland was completing TAl-TZ9, South Australia
VAL-VZ9, Western Australis was still on XAl-XZ29 and Tasmania was barely
mid-way through ZAl-ZZ9, having begun that series as far back as 1858, In
Victoria, however, the system was breaking down, owing to the provisional t
nature of some Roneo-Neopost machines in the OAl series (issued June-July
1965 and replaced by QD's at decimalisa%ion), and the pressure to trade out
old machines. Moreover, having completed QAl-QZ9 there was no room, as }
Queensland had begun RAL as far back as 1957.

Thus the decision to reverse the position of the letters and the number :
and 10K-99K began to appear. In Victoria the numbers 10L-99L, 10M-99M, E
10N-99N, 10P-99P, 10Q-99Q, 1O0R-99R were speedily used up by Mid 1967. 108-99S,
the T's and U's had already been allocated to Queensland and were being used,
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THE LICENSING OF FRANKING MACHINES IN AUSTRALIA (Contd.)

sc Victoria was given 10V-99V. Simultaneously N.S.W. commenced on 10A-994
and by December 1969 had reached 99G. South Australia and Tasmania however
aave not used this reversed series, as they were still strugeling through
WAL- and ZAl zespectively. W4 will be mentioned later.

It was apparent then by Wid-1968 that an entirely new series would have
to be created, and while the Postal officials were delibersting, what was
Victoria to do?. Thus appeared the "provisional' series, 2K1, 2K2, etc to
2KG, thence 2Ll etc. The initial prefix Y1" was not used, presumably to
avoid cenfusion between 1K1 and IKl. Victoria began at the X's, presumably
to leave room for N.S.W. to use A-J and then Queensland, which had completed
10U~-997 ugsed part of the series, 2V1-229.

After all this it was decided to permit the use of machine numbers as
licence numbers and abandon the old scheme once and for all. Since October
1965 SATAS and Pitney Bowes Series 5000 machines had used machine nuibers,
starting at Satas 4423 and FB 313D respectively.

What has this meant to all the other types of machines?, and at what
stage did the transfer of systems take place?. :

At the time this decision was taken, N.S5.W. was just completing its
10G-99G series, and theoretically had 10H and 10J (I was not being used) to
go. Victoria and Queensland had both run out, having completed 2K1-229
{although 2L1 etc did not seem likely as Queensland had 2V1-2Z¢ instead of
251 ete. as would have been expected had the old scheme been followed).
Western Australia was Jjust beginning 10X-99X while in South Australis the
0ld serdes was terminated at WF9 for Reminghon-Rand aznd WK5 for Control
Systems (blocks of numbers being the usual method of allocation.) Tasmania
had reached about ZR5. ‘ :

In Western Australia it seems that Control Systems have been permitted
to continue with the 10X series (numbers up to 42X have been seen at the time
of writing) while in Tasmania numbers up to ZU7 have been seen. In all the
other States, with some exceptions in N.S.W. - see below - all Agents used
machine numbers. Each type of machine is dealt with in turn.

datas. had used machine numbers since their first introduction at the time
of conversion to decimal currency so no major changes have occurred. All
numbers so far seen have been issued in blocks, as they arrive from France,
although often individual machines have been sold and sent inter-state.
Nunbers so far seen are : 4423-4424, 5531-555C, 6451-6480, 7151-7200, 7711~
7750, 8601-8654, 9151-9234, 9701-9800, 12000-12171, 13501-13600, 15401~
15476.(the latest seen)° However, several of these numbers will never be
seen by collectors as they are Railway Parcel machines, which often do not
have the machine number included in the die design, only a separate parcels
number. The actual machine numbers on these earlier Satas mschines are in
fact 104423, 105531, 109701, 112000, 115401 etc, with 6 digits, and this may
help collectors fit these numbers into 2 series with other Satas machines
used outside Australis.
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THE LICENSING OF FRANKING MACHINES IN AUSTRALIA (Contd.)

The prefix for the original type of machine is apparently "SJ", which
explaing the 8J-7746 from N.3.W. and its removal or omlission also explains
why the number on 7745 and T747-7748 from Victoris .is set to the right. 4
new model (Satas Baby X) was marketed from the 12000's but shows no difference
in die design, only a larger slogen.

AUS‘:TRALIA*

S35, poSTAGE PMD T

4 viscg-atatic

‘ - SR :
LONGLIFE oo 2of

Pitney Bowes Series 5000. of which there are several ‘models, were also marketed
from let Cctober 1965 and had their machine numbers as licence numbers. Again,
several have been sold as railway machines, not always with their machine
nurmbers included in the die, depending on the individual State and its railway
design. At least two have been sold as parcels meters to the Universal Parcels
Service and bear distinctive designs. (As a matter of interest, they are not
used to frank parcels but as receipts on customers accounis). The signific~
ance of the "D" has been explained as meaning "decimal' machine and apparently
no other country has the same numbering system. The only exception is Papua-
¥ew Guinea, which had PN numbers on distinetive dies in the old days of

licence numbers, but now incorporates its FB 5000 machines into the series, as
they are sold from Queensland. An appavent emceptlon 1s & machine in the
Republic of the Phillipines, PB 488D, but details are at present lacking.

((®ditors Note s We have mentioned these "D" suffixes used on machines
used outside Great Britain before, when we queried the omission of the "D" as -
a suffix in GB we understood from the manufacturers that 1t was ressrved for
"continental machines.))

The groups of FPB...D numbers are PB213D-322D, 333D-341D, 383D-486D, 524D-
572D, 595D-789D, 848D-944D, 1005D-1006D, 1709D-1713D, 1735D-1774D, 1925D-1974D,
2225D-2288D, 2301D-2312D, 2323D-2324D, 2463D-2497D, 2552D-2624D, 308%D-3120D,
2452D-3465D, 3648D-3696D, 4204D-4327D (ourrent), 4824D (current) 5064D -
(current) and 5106D {current).
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THE LICENSING OF FRANKING MACHINES IN AUSTRALIA (Contd.)

Pithey Bowes Simplex. This 25-value machine had been marketed in Australia
since 1951, originally with values in 3d stages from $d to 1/-, the values
were from 1d to 2/~ after 1959 when new postal rates were introduced which

did not have odd halves. However, some machines introduced in 1965, prior

to the conversion to decimal currency, had 1d to 2/19 to facilitate eventuazl
conversion to le to 25¢ (the standard range of values). In all of these the
"d" was engraved with each value but also in 1965 & type of "high 4" appeared
engraved on the frank die ((Editors note - this alsc happened in Great Britain
at about the same time)) and this was removed on conversion. Naturally, there
was one exception (ZL7 in Tasmenia) where it still remains!!

The die for this machine has been the same since its introduction, when
it had been modelled on the old Universal MV which it was in some cases %o
replace. By 1969, however, machine numbers had reached the 23000's and the
problem was, how to fit such a large number in on the old die.

 AUSTRALIA

FORTARR PRI

The answer was a provisional, PB23102, but eventually a new design was.
introduced based on the one for the 5000 series and all numbers starting
with 23321 used this. Numbers seen so far are PB 23321-23352 (with gaps),
23417-23441 and 23464-23480 (both with geps), 23621-23629, All of these are
of course new machines as the 3implex is still manufactured, but what of -old
second-hand machines relicensed?

In N.5.W. the problem has been solved by continuing to use the original
licence number series, and thus 10H-11H have appeared. It will e interesting
te see what transpires in other States.
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THE LICENSING OF FRANKING MACHINES TN AUSTRALTA (Contd,)

Pitney Bowes "Autopax!". This machine has been on the Australian market since
1960 and supplies were exhausted by mid-1969, thus the problen of llcen31ng
using machine numbers arises’ only in a few isolated cgses, whers second-hand
machines are relicensed. In N.S.W. it is obvious they will use the 104 series
(and WL's for S.A. and B0Xts for W.A. w1th Tas. still on the end of the ZAl's),
but what of Vic. and Qld 7 '

wmomamﬁ

30 far, only two Queensland machines have been seen, both with the
original licence number space left unengrasved and the FB number added neatly
down %he rlght hand side of the design. PB 15982 is=s shown,

thversal Maltz-value, Production of this model ceased when the Zutomax began
in 1960 (the Automax being basically the same inside as the Multivalue with en
updated cover) and so any machines re-licensed will no doubt adopt the same
system as the Automax. It is %0 be noted that the Automax die fits the Multi-
value machine, as evidenced by NE6 in Victoria, before decimal currency.

Universal Midget. None of these original (1928} fixed-valve type machines
were converted to decimel currency, indeed, most were replaced at the change
to 5d postage in 1959. Only one remained (438 in Qld.) and probably because
this had already had a 5d value before 1959 anywaya It was replaoed by a
Simplex at decimal conversion. A , fon Lt

Roneo-Heopost 505. This type of machine was 1ntroduoed to Australia early in
1969 and all machines licensed have borne machine numbers, with a "B prefix.
At the sawe time the "State Flower Emblems" die which was already in use on
105 machines was adapted for use with 505's.
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